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In the frame
Imagine updating images on a digital frame through email. 
That’s what the new Kodak Pulse 7-inch digital photo frame 
can do thanks to wi-fi  connectivity and its own email address. 
Give this to your parents or friends and you can keep them 
updated with the latest photos from anywhere in the world.

■ The Kodak Pulse 7-inch is $179 from Kodak.com

Step up for Sony
The latest addition to the Sony digital SLR range is the Alpha 
390, a camera that will be right at home in the hands of either 
a beginner or a professional. The device has 14.2 megapixel 
resolution, an improved CCD 
sensor and SteadyShot image 
stabilisation. The Alpha 390 has 
a mini HDMI terminal that is 
optimised for faster transfer of 
image fi les and makes it easy 
to display your pictures on a 
fl atscreen television. It also 
works with interchangeable lenses 
from other Sony Alpha models.

■ The Sony Alpha 390 retails for $799 (single lens) or 
$999 (twin lens) from sony.com.au

Noise assassin
Jawbone, a standout in the Bluetooth headset market, 
has just released its latest model – the Icon. It features 
Jawbone’s proprietary NoiseAssassin, the world’s fi rst and 
only military-standard noise elimination technology. Icon 
comes with the MyTalk software platform, allowing users 
to personalise the device and download updates via the 
web. An easy access button can also be programmed to 
link to services such as voice mail and directory assistance. 
Simultaneous multipoint means users can link two mobiles to 
the Icon and switch between calls on the different devices. 

■ The Jawbone Icon is $129 from jawbone.com

Ride the wave to a 
good night’s sleep
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GAME 
ON!
P O W ER ED  BY  I G N .C O M

Metro 2033
(XBox 360 - THQ / 4A Games)

Sleepless nights might 

be a thing of the past 

thanks to this nifty new 

Philips device, writes 

STEPHEN FENECH

WHEN we were infants 
our parents used to rock 
us off to sleep – now a 

new device which can simulate 
the same sensation is helping 
insomniacs finally get some 
rest.

Philips Sleepwave, which 
was researched and developed 
in Australia, is attached to 
the mastoid bone behind the 
ear using a sensor cable and 
sends electric pulses into the 
vestibular system. 

This stimulates the balance 
centres in our middle ear to 
create a gentle swaying or 
rocking sensation.

Paul O’Sullivan, from Philips 
Home Healthcare Solutions 
division, says the Sleepwave is 
the first product of its kind in 
the world and offers a non-drug 
alternative for insomniacs 
that won’t have the hangover 
effect and addiction seen with 
sleeping pills.

“They’ve known for a long 
time that people rock their 
babies to sleep and people 
fall asleep riding in cars and 
trains,” he said.

“It’s that rocking motion that 
seems to put people to sleep.”

The Sleepwave device, 
which is about the size of an 
MP3 player, has been tested in 
Philips’ sleep labs in Sydney 
and Melbourne and was found 
to decrease 67 per cent of 
severe to moderate insomniacs 

down to a level of no clinical 
significance.

Jayne Brown, 42, from 
Melbourne participated in the 
trial after 15 years of insomnia.

“I’ve tried tablets and 
relaxation methods and 
nothing seemed to work,” she 
said.

“I decided to try it 
(Sleepwave) and found I was 
sleeping extremely well with 
it which was an adjustment for 
my body because I am not used 
to that much sleep.

“The first time I tried it was 
strange – I was sitting upright 
and looking at the floor and 

you’re rocking but you’re not 
moving. When I lay down it was 
a very soothing feeling.”

Dr Anup Desai, consultant 
physician for sleep and 
respiratory disorders, says the 
Sleepwave is a novel way of 
treating insomnia.

“Insomnia is a very common 
problem and it not very well 
treated in the community,” he 
said.

“A lot of people take sleeping 
tablets for too long when 
they should be using other 
therapies.”

Using the Sleepwave is so 
simple that anyone can operate 

it without much fuss.
The device is attached with 

a cable behind each ear on the 
mastoid bone which sits above 
the vestibular system (middle 
ear) which controls balance.

Once it is activated it sends 
an electrical impulse into the 
middle ear to create a sensation 
that feels like a swaying or 
rocking motion.

Device switches off 
automatically once the person 
is asleep.

■ The Philips Sleepwave retails 
for $440 and can be prescribed to 
patients by a GP or sleep doctor. It 
will also hit local pharmacies soon. 

In this post-apocalyptic title, Russia has 
been ruined by nuclear devastation. 

You play young survivor Artyom, fi ghting 
his way through hordes of mutants in dark, 
grimy tunnels alongside some very odd 
types (with, be warned, quite foul mouths) 

to unravel a mystery.
You know, it takes the jolt of being 

immersed in an accent other than 
American to realise how thoroughly 
saturated the game market is with 
US-developed titles. 

This Russian-developed game gives 
a taste of a culture rarely encountered 
outside Soviet-era caricatures, but perhaps 
sacrifi ces too much action for atmosphere.

You’ll spend a lot of time at the various 
metro stations, meeting allies, overhearing 
stories and trading ammo, the game’s 
currency, for new weapons and survival 
gear. 

Maybe we’re playing this wrong, but 
guns seem so expensive that I often go 
without buying anything at a depot.

The action parts mostly involve trying to 
minimise ammo use as beasties jump out 
of the many shadows. 

Between the quick controls and the 
detailed environments, I got motion sick 
quickly. 

By the time I started to suspect that 
there might be something in the shadows 
willing to help, I’d largely lost interest, stuck 
at a frustrating point where I die over and 
over.

There were also some interesting 
moments with language conversions. 

At the start, I struggled to fi nd an item 
that was left in a “crate”, only to discover 
the “crate” was actually a locker.

Metro 2033’s Russian roots give it 
intriguing novelty, but not enough to 
overcome its slow pace and frustrating 
gameplay.

Maybe if developers have included 
some kind of multiplayer element, 
either online or split screen, it may have 
increased the game’s long term appeal. 

But with so many solid shooters 
out there on the market, it’s hard to be 
captivated by something that doesn’t quite 
reach the lofty heights of its competitors.

 Metro 2033 is out now. Review by 
Rob Farquhar and Jesse Kuch.
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MONITORS 
19”  LCD MONITOR                $209 
22”  LCD MONITOR                $229 
24”  LCD MONITOR                $249 

 
RAM 

Ram DDR2 800 1GB/2GB      $40/$79 
Ram DDR3 1333 2GB           $79 
Ram DDR400 /512/1GB        $40/$57 

 
                     HARD DRIVES 
250Gb SATA/IDE                 
500Gb SATA HDD                
1TB SATA HDD     
1.5TB SATA HDD                
2TB SATA HDD              

 
CPU  

                                      
 
 
 
 

    
 

 NETWORKING 
Network Cables 2m/5m/15 $4/$8/$15 
5/8  Port    10/100  Switch    $19/$24 
Billion 4 Port  ADSL modem         $69 
Netgear 4Pt Wireless modem      $125 
TP-LINK ADSL/2/2+ Modem        $60 

 
VIDEO CARDS 

Nvidia 5500 128Mb 8 x AGP         
Nvidia 210GT 512mb                 
Nvidia GT220 1GB          
Nivida GT240 1GB               
Nvidia GTS 250      
Nvidia GTX 260     
ATI HD5770 1GB                 
ATI HD5850 1GB 

 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TOWER ONLY! 
 

Intel E6500 2.93Ghz, 2GB DDR3 
Ram, 500GB HDD, DVD-RW,  

Mid Tower Case,  
Windows Included! 

$449!! 
X2 245          $90   
X4 630          $159 
X4 955          $242 
X4 965          $260 

www.aaapcparts.com.au 

!!SPECIALS!! 
 
 

Intel E6500, 2GB, ASUS M/B   
HDMI Cables 2m                    
50 Pack of DVD’s                   
50 Pack of CD’s                      
DVD Burner                           
Windows 7 Home                   
K/B & Mouse set                     
Wireless 54mb Router             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

i5 Gamers System! 

 
 
 

Intel i5-750, 4GB DDR3 RAM,  
500GB HDD, ATI 5770 1GB, 
22” LG LCD, K/B & Mouse 
Windows 7 Home 64bit 

 
 
 

$1399!! 

$249
$12
$15
$15
$34
$149
$25
$45 

114 Anderson St.         PH: 4053 5556 
PRICES APPLY TO CURRENT STOCK AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE , MENTION THIS ADD TO OBTAIN SPECIAL PRICING 

 
 

 
 
$66/$99 
$74 
$116 
$149 
$215 

 
 
$54 
$53 
$100 
$120 
$199 
$269 
$230 
$471 
 

E6500    $110 
E7500    $183 
E8500    $245 
i3 - 530  $174 
i5 - 750  $320 
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